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accuracy. The superior intelligence, however, of an accurate and lofty mind saved him from error in the discussion of results, and made up for the insufficiency of the methods of that time.
This great truth of the fixity of chemical proportions was, then, definitely established in the year 1806. But the discussions between Berthollet and Proust, which agitated the scientific world during the first years of this century, only gave an incomplete idea of it, for they dealt solely with the composition of each compound taken individually. The question as to whether sulphide of antimony was a constant compound, and whether this was also the case with the sulphides of iron, the oxides of tin and cobalt, was answered in the affirmative by Proust, in the negative by Berthollet. It is now definitely decided in the affirmative. We must not, however, forget that Proust and Berthollet only attacked the question from one side, for there is another. It is true that this sulphide of antimony, these sulphides of iron, and, in fact, that all sulphides present a fixed composition; and, again, it is equally true that in every metallic oxide the metal and the oxygen unite in invariable proportions. But this is not all. Analysis shows, further, that the relations between quantities of different metals uniting with a fixed weight of sulphur are the same as those between different metals uniting with a fixed weight of oxygen. Independently, therefore, of the fact of fixity, there is the further fact of the proportionality of the combining quantities or weights of bodies; and the case in question is not an exceptional one, but